
 
 

February 2019 

 

Welcome to the first edition of the St George DCC Stumps Newsletter for 2018-19. 

 

KURTIS PATTERSON BECOMES OUR 15
th

 TEST PLAYER 

 

In what has been a season of mixed fortunes thus far, consisting of some outstanding 

performances the highlight of the season has to be the Test Debut of local junior Kurtis 

Patterson. Patterson started his career with St Josephs before finishing with SHCP. 

 

After a whirlwind week that saw him peel of 3 unbeaten centuries Kurtis was added to the 

Australian squad to take on Sri Lanka and was then selected in the starting XI where he had a 

most impressive debut. Patterson probably batted through one of the most difficult periods of 

the test, batting in the evening on a lively Brisbane wicket with the Pink rock doing all sorts. He 

fought through valiantly before the message came out to hit out with wickets tumbling at the 

other end. He ended up with a hard fought 31 off 82 balls and one couldnôt help but think there 

were more runs in the offing had circumstances been a little different. That is Test Cricket. 

Kurtis was absolutely outstanding in the field taking 4 catches including what has been 

described as the catch of the summer. One would imagine that Kurtis will now play the 2
nd

 Test 

in Canberra as well as having booked himself a spot for the Ashes tour of the UK. Congrats to 

Kurtis and the Patterson family. We are so proud of this achievement and to have been a part of 

his cricketing journey to the top. 

 

 



FOUR ROUNDS OF THE SEASON REMAINING  

 

The season has moved quickly and has been a decent improvement on a tough 2017-18. It has 

not been without various disappointments, challenges, injuries and some unusual results. First 

Grade have been the definition of that statement with some fantastic results including reaching 

the Semi Finals of the KSC T20 cup played at the SCG as well as making the qualifying finals 

for the one day competition to take place on Feb. 17 against Sydney at Drummoyne Oval. There 

have been some wonderful achievements with the bat include a plethora of tons and broken 

records but there have also been some shock losses that have proved costly in their push for the 

finals. There has been an outstanding 9 centuries by 6 different players including maiden 

centuries to Luke Bartier and Mitchell Gray. Last season there were only 6 centuries scored in 

the full season. Captain Nick Stapleton leads the way with 700 runs at 46.67 With the Ball, new 

boy, Tom Ortiz has been fantastic. In all forms he has taken 34 wickets including a hat-trick 

against Sutherland in a T20 game. Firsts currently sit amongst a tight pack on 27 points in 14
th
 

position. 2 extra wins would see them in 5
th
. 

 

Our twoôs have had a tough and unfortunate season with some close results not going our way. 

In his 6 appearances before his promotion to 1
st
 Grade Blake Nikataris leads the runs with 286 

at 54.33 including 4 half centuries whilst Jonathan Craig-Dobson and skipper Andrew Walsh 

lead the way 12 and 11 wickets respectively. 

 

Grades 3 to 5 have been very promising for the club as they all remain in the hunt for spots in 

the finals. Thirds currently sit in 12
th
 position just 7 points out of the top 6. Corey Fogarty and 

skipper Matt Grealy have been the teams century makers and leading batters whilst Paul Francis 

and Blake Denney have lead the way with the ball. 

 

4
th
 Grade enjoyed a tight win on the week-end which sees them in 4

th
 place despite a high 

turnover of players moving around the grades. There have been some very useful performances 

with the bat but the majority of the damage has been done with the ball with the two old 

noggins leading the way with Rod Krause claiming 25 wickets and Steve Wark 14. 

 

5
th
 Grade lost captain Warwick Hayes to injury early in the season and Lachlan Cheney has 

done a great job as his eventual successor with the team 1 point out of the 6 in 7
th
 place. 

 

Green Shield have recently finished their campaign in a respectable 7
th
 position going down to 

Northern Districts in the QFôs on a wet deck early. Some standout performances with captain 

Jack Hartigan and Ethan Jamieson finishing 2
nd

 and 3
rd
 for the competition at the conclusion of 

the round matches with 327 and 292 runs overall. Arash Basnet was the teams leading bowler 

and equal 16
th
 for the competition with 12 wickets at 20.67. 

 

 
 



 
 

Please let us know if you wish to join us - kevendee@bigpond.com 
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https://www.facebook.com/stgeorgecricket/ 
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Bill Watson Tribute  

The club sadly reports that we have lost one of our greatest legends in former Test Cricketer 

Billy Watson who was a stalwart at the top of the innings for St George throughout the 50's 

alongside Warren Saunders. Watson was aged 87.  

Until his passing on the weekend William James Watson (1931 ï 2018) was batting in the 

unfamiliar position of number five in the list of living Australian Test cricketers. Bill as he was 

known or his cricket nickname blinks, which he did not like, was an outstanding schoolboy 

cricketer firstly as a leg spinner then as an aggressive opening batsman. He played most of his 

life as an opening batsman representing Waverley D C C , St George D C C, NSW and 

Australia. He was a permanent fixture in Jack Chegwynôs X1ôs and played cricket in his final 

years for the Cricketers Club of NSW where he was captain, retiring in 1975 aged 44.  

In between there was a tour to the West Indies in 1955 under Ian Johnsonôs captaincy and  New 

Zealand with the Australian second X1 side in 1956-57 under the captaincy of Ian Craig. It was 

his Test debut against England that caused the cricket public to sit up and take notice. It was his 

fifth first class match having been twelfth man in the previous Test. He made his debut for 

NSW against Qld at the óGabbaô in the 1954-55 against Queensland and ten days later was 

picked to play for NSW against the strong MCC X1 attack of Bedser, Tyson and Loader. The 

record books show that he scored 155 in just over six hours.  

The Watson family were produce merchants at the Sydney Markets and Billôs father ensured 

that there was time off for his cricketing sons Bill and John, who also played for the Waverley 

and St George D C C. Bill had dreamed of playing for Australia as a little boy. He was obsessed 

with cricket to the extent that his mother used to throw balls to him down the side passage of 

their house at Bondi. She purchased a green schoolboy cricket cap from  Farmers Department 

Store in Sydney and Bill cut out a balsawood Australian coat of arms and stuck it to the cap. 

Such was the confidence of the young Watson. 

Watson scored 1,958 runs at 32.09 for NSW over an eight year period and at St George scored 

8,691 runs at 45.3. Bill only ever played first grade scoring more than 500 runs a season on 

twelve occasions. He figured in three double century partnerships for the club and made 16 first 

grade centuries.  Many of the runs were scored with Warren Saunders, the two being the most 

formidable opening batsman in Sydney Grade Cricket.   

       



Bill Watson was the sixth St George player to play for Australia and the 18
th
 NSW player in the 

clubs 108 year history. He was a wonderful raconteur. His cricket and life stories were endless. 

He had a great interest in aircraft and would frequent bookshops to purchase books that he 

would spend hours reading. He had a formidable model collection of planes, boats and 

buildings that he spend hours carefully putting together. Bill in many ways kept to himself 

preferring a quiet lifestyle. On his 80
th
 birthday a surprise luncheon was held for him attended 

by many of his team mates of earlier days, some he had not seen for many years. The stories 

flowed and Bill was in his element. Cricket in many ways was very important to Bill. It gave 

him a life, one he only dreamt about, but one that came to fruition.  

We extend our deepest sympathies to the Watson family.  

 

The 1st game for 2019 will be a memorable one for many good reasons. Both teams came 

together to pay tribute to former Australian, NSW and St George legend Bill Watson with a 

minutes silence. Watson passed away two weeks ago aged 87. 

 Wests won the toss and threw the Saints in to bat first. The loss of Stapleton saw NSW star 

Kurtis Patterson come together with Luke Bartier at 1-10 and put simply, they made the day 

their own with a record breaking 309 run partnership. Ironically the record they broke was the 

2nd wicket stand which was for 264 runs and had stood for over 50 years. It was set by Norm 

O'Neill and guess who .... Bill Watson. It was as if the great man was smiling down on these 

two young Saints.  

 The partnership had club officials referring to their records to check just what had been 

achieved. At this stage we can confirm - 

  



- Highest Partnership in Limited Overs in 1st Grade for NSW Premier Cricket 

- Highest 2nd Wicket Partnership in 1st Grade for St George 

- Highest Partnership in Limited Overs in 1st Grade for St George  

- 3rd Highest Partnership in 1st Grade for St George 

- Only the 4th time a partnership has exceeded over 300 runs for St George in all grades 

- 7th highest 2nd wicket partnership in Sydney 1st Grade 

- 21st highest Partnership in Sydney 1st Grade  

Bartier was eventually dismissed for 133 which came off 133 balls with 8 x 4's and 5 x 6's. 

Patterson remained not out with 167 which could be the highest limited overs century for the 

club (pending check). He batted for 147 balls and hit 17 x 4's and 4 x 6's. It was a masterful 

display of aggression and sensibility with his turning over of the strike as impressive as his 

attacking play. It is his 10th century for St George in 1st Grade and his 2nd highest with the 177 

he scored in 2011-12 his best. 

 The Saints finished with 5-349. 

 With NSW legend Trent Copeland also back in the fold it was always going to be a tough 

chase. Wests, who were a player down after a fielding mishap were dismissed in the 48th over 

for 194 with Tom Ortiz continuing his great form with 3-34 and two wickets being shared by 

skipper Copeland, Bartier and leg spinner Englebrecht. What a day. 

 

         



 

 

Recent Rep Honours 

 

 

Kurtis Patterson ï Australian Test Team vs Sri Lanka 

Kurtis Patterson ï PMôs XI vs South Africa & CA XI  vs Sri Lanka 

Blake MacDonald ï ACT/NSW Country Futures League  & T20 (Captain) 

Tom Engelbrecht ï ACT/NSW Country Futures League & T20 

Tom Engelbrecht ï PMôs XI vs South Africa & CA XI  vs Sri Lanka 

Blake Nikitaris - ACT/NSW Country Futures League T20 & U19ôs (Champs) 

Kaleb Phillips - ACT/NSW Country Futures League T20 & U19ôs (Champs) 

Luke Bartier ï NSW Metro Futures League T20 

Peter Francis ï Sydney Sixers Academy 

Jono Rose ï Sydney Sixers Academy 

Tom Engelbrecht ï Sydney Sixers Academy 

Connor  OôRiordan - NSW Metro U17ôs 

Ethan Jamieson ï NSW Metro U15ôs 

Sam Konstas ï NSW U15ôs (Green) 

Josh Moors ï NSW CHS No.1 

Ethan Jamieson ï NSW CHS No.1 

Declan Hart ï NSW  CHS No.2 

Warwick Hayes ï Australian Over 50ôs World Cup Squad 
 

 

 
 



INTRODUCING  

 
 

Our latest Social Media platform can be found at  

 

https://www.todaystale.com 

 

If you love reading sports articles or even more to the point if you love writing sports articles 

then this is the site for you!!! 

 

Hereôs a recent article added to our St George page ï 

 

Nothing Silly Words by Paul Ryan 

 
ñGuys we only have two overs until lunch, lets get through them and weôll assess it then.... nothing silly.ò 

They were the words of St George First Grade captain Geoff Milliken (Spike) to our opening batsman Jeremy 

Bray and Anthony McQuire on day 3 of the 1996/97 Sydney First Grade Cricket Final between St George and 

Mosman. 

Two overs doesnôt sound much but when former NSW fast bowler Phil Alley is taking the new ball with up and 

coming speedster Brett Lee, 12 balls can create all sorts of drama. 

Mosman had just declared their 2nd innings at 9 for 303 and gave St George the choice to either bat out the 

remaining 2 sessions or score 294 to win the game outright and become premiers. 

The game had already produced the ebb and flows only cricket can produce and with the Mosman team 

comprising the two representative quicks, their captain and former Australian all-rounder Shane Lee, NSW 

representative Martin Haywood and one of best cricketers in Sydney Grade Cricket in Craig Hughes, they had 

the competitive spirit and know how to turn the game on its head. 

St George was captained by former NSW opening batsman Geoff Milliken and included fast bowler Neil Jones 

who'd made his NSW shield debut the year before, 20 year old Graeme Rummans who went on to play for 

NSW and Victoria and a number of NSW 2nd XI players. 

Mosman were bowled out for 206 in their first innings with Shane Lee and Craig Hughes both scoring 50ôs. 

Neil Jones picked up 4 wickets for the dragons and was well supported by leg spinner Robert Smith with 3 

wickets. 

https://www.todaystale.com/


At the end of the first day St George were 2 for 146 with Jeremy Bray on 73 and Iôd scrambled my way to 52. 

All in all, a good days play for the dragons. 

Hold that thought. 

Day 2 and itôs 3-150, 4-150, 5-156, 6-156, 7-160, 8-173 and then 9-188 when Robert Smith joined  Dave 

Langford Smith. We needed 19 runs to take first innings points. 

The game, still before lunch on day 2, was in the balance because an outright victory was not required if either 

team wins the first innings. 

I thought we needed a change of luck, so as cricketers do, I thought it best to ride the wave behind the players 

area and not watch what was happening out in the middle. It was just the sounds of a team mate or the gentle 

applause of the locals that I knew we were getting closer to 206. 

There was one loud cause for celebration and thankfully it wasnôt the Mosman boys. It came from our guys as 

Langers had mowed Brett Lee over cow corner for 6. 

I have no recollection of the run that got us past 207 and the boys hung on until we were eventually bowled out 

for 216, a lead of 10.  

Relieved, yes, but with the best part of 180 overs still to play, the game was well and truly alive. 

Shane Lee with 71, Craig Hughes, 56 again led the charge in Mosman 2nd innings and Robbie Smith capped off 

a great year with 4 wickets to take his tally to 50 wickets for the year.  

Now back to Spikes words of encouragement to our openers, and the 12 balls till lunch.  

It was our custom for the players to watch the game on the grass area to the left of the grandstand and in front of 

where the scorers always sat to ply their trade. Big Phil Alley took the new ball from the Booth Saunders end 

and steamed in for the first ball to Jeremy Bray. No drama, no problemé. all good. 

Jeremyôs nickname was ñwords. ñWords Bray,òé not because he had a great grasp of the English language, it 

was simply because he could talk.... nonstop.   

 

 

 



 
Words was unique, a special talent and what happened next was classic ñWords Brayò ï Phil steamed in for the 

2nd ball and Words launched into his free flowing cover driver and smacked the new ball over cover for 6. 

"What the ......." was the common reaction from our open mouths. Standing next to Spike and our No.5, Craig 

McComb we simply shook our heads with "nothing silly" resonating through our minds as the ball was being 

retrieved from the Hurstville Oval garden beds. . 

Thankfully, and with great relief, the boys got through to lunch. As Words sat down to take his pads off, he 

looked up and I just smiled and shook my head. In typical Words style, he just laughed. 

That afternoon we witnessed one of the great innings in Sydney grade cricket. Words Bray and Anthony 

McQuire put on 184 for the first wicket and at 3 for 299 after 72 overs, we'd won. Jeremy ñwordsò Bray had 

helped himself to 159 not out in a dominant display. His freedom, courage and skills won him the John Benuad 

award for Player of the Final as her steered St George to its 12th first grade premiership. 

Jeremy Bray went on to play International Cricket for Ireland and against Scotland he became the first Irish 

player to score a One day International century. 

In 2007, Ireland made their World Cup debut against Zimbabwe and Jeremy celebrated the occasion with a man 

of the match performance scoring 115 off 137 balls in what turned out to be a tied game. 

 

 

 


